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(1)
The appellant was charged with shoplifting in the Roodepoort Magistrates' Court. It was alleged that she stole two roll-on deodorants with a joint value of R15,78 from a supermarket. She was convicted as charged and sentenced to a fine of R600 with an alternative of three months imprisonment. Her appeal to the Johannesburg High Court was unsuccessful. 
(2)
The appellant's further appeal to the SCA against her conviction was likewise unsuccessful, but her appeal against sentence was upheld. The sentence imposed by the Magistrates' Court was set aside and substituted with a fine of R400, alternatively two months imprisonment, all suspended conditionally for three years. The reasons why the SCA held the original sentence inappropriate were, inter alia, that the appellant was a first offender who took responsibility for her extended family; that she was unemployed and, though well qualified, unable to obtain employment, particularly in view of the conviction for theft which appears on her record.
